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Nice People or New Men 


E MUST TRY by every medical, educational, 
economic, and political means in our power, 
to produce a world where as many people as 

possible grow up ‘nice’; just as we must try to produce 
a world where all have plenty to eat. But we mustn’t 
suppose that even if we succeeded in making everyone 
nice we should have saved their souls. A world of nice 
people, content in their own niceness, looking no fur- 
ther, turned away from God, would be just as des- 
perately in need of salvation as a miserable world— 
and might even be more difficult to save. For mere 
improvement is not redemption, though redemption 
always improves people even here and now and will, 
in the end, improve them to a degree we cannot yet 
imagine. God became man to turn creatures into 
sons: not simply to produce better men of the old 
kind but to produce a new kind of man. 


—C. S. Lewis in BEYOND PERSONALITY, The 
Christian Idea of God, Published by The Mac- 
millan Co., New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Polls of Opinion Can Help Church To Make Inevitable Changes 





Stimulate Thought on Vital Issues 
Sirs: 

I want to express my sincere admiration 
for the alert, enterprising and construc- 
tive use you are making of the poll of 
church opinion. It should certainly help 
make our church more truly democratic 
as well as stimulating thought on vital 
issues among laymen and ministers alike. 

I note that some are still afraid of the 
religious poll. I think that is a miscon- 
ception. We must believe that in the 
long run the truth will prevail and that 
it is better for differences of opinion to 
be clear out in the open rather than con- 
cealed. To avoid the split that occurred 
in the Presbyterian Church, USA, almost 
two decades ago, our church has leaned 
a little too far towards suppressing free 
discussion in order that harmony might 
prevail. But outer harmony is not neces- 
sarily good since it may be static. The 
conservatives among us, no less than the 
liberals and middle-of-the-wayers, should 
welcome the honest appraisal of how our 
church people are really thinking on the 
great questions of the hour. After all 
the tabulation of returns is not coercive. 
If we disagree with the majority and 
feel apprehensive about some trends of 
thought in our church, is it not better for 
us to know what we have to contend 
with and so face it intelligently? Surely 
Presbyterians are as capable of making 
up their own minds as the voters in our 
democracy. The religious poll, wisely 
used and fairly conducted, can render a 
great service in stimulating our church to 
adjust itself promptly and thoughtfully 
to changes that are inevitable. 

D. MAURICE ALLAN. 
Department of Philosophy and Psychology, 
Hampden-Sydney College, Va. 

P. S.—Let me add a word of apprecia- 
tion for the fine issue devoted to the 
church colleges and their problems (July 
30). 





Deplores Birmingham Action 
Sirs: 

I once cast a brickbat in the direction 
of The Outlook. I now offer a bouquet 
(of a sort). In view of the sad action of 
Birmingham Presbytery in refusing to 
pass the admirable and Christian resolu- 
tions offered by Harry H. Bryan, the ar- 
ticle by Chaplain Stroup on “Hating Our 
Enemies” (August 6), should be reprinted 
for church-wide distribution. There are 
many laymen who have the same atti- 
tude of hatred towards Japan, and it is 
going to be a difficult matter to awaken 
interest,in that field as a missionary ob- 
jective after this war is ended. 

J. H. VISER. 
Greenville, S. C. 


Decide Union Issue Now 
Sirs: 

I have criticized your paper more than 
once but feel now I must indicate to you 
how much I enjoyed the August 6 issue. 
The letter about deciding the issue of 
union now is an exact statement of my 
feelings on this matter. Let’s decide it 
how; constant bickering on this matter 
is sure to cause continued withholding 
of gifts and interest in the US church as 
long as possible union with the USA 
church is before us. Also, the sermon, 
“Will This Time Be the Last Time?” was 
most appropriate. “On Hating Our 
Enemies” and the letter regarding “No 


Sympathy for Japanese?” were both un- 
usually good. The remarks of the Guest 
Editor were very instructive. Thanks for 
the best edition of your paper (in my 
very humble opinion) since I have sub- 
scribed. 

Inclosed please find 20c for copies of 
“How to Get More Out of Bible Reading 
ws Prayer . . Going to Church... 
Hymnbook.” 

DONALD K. BLACKTE. 
Second Church, 
Newport News, Va. 


Are Soldiers More Religious? 
Sirs: 

I wish to express my real enjoyment of 
the unusually personal and practical and 


up-to-date exposition of the Sunday 
school lesson for July 22. That’s the kind 
of exposition business men _ especially 


will profit by. 

I also enjoyed Dr. S. J. Cartledge’s real 
gem of urgency on “Be Careful for 
Nothing,” calculated to help anyone in any 
sort of worry (July 2). It should be read 
in every home circle and kept on preach- 
ers’ desks for application daily. And 
“The Church’s Concern for Life” by Dr. 
A. L. Currie (Cover, July 2), strikes a 
note of import.today: To lose one’s self in 
a life of real worth to the world to gain 
the world for Christ. 

I am inclosing a clipping from News- 
week (July 30). Let’s have more views 
on this thing to get the real facts before 
the churches, if you don’t object. It 
might arouse some in the armed forces 
to more evident religion. 

Cc. O'N. MARTINDALE. 
Baton Rouge, La. 


From 
Pray?): 


Newsweek’s Letters (Do GI's 


I wish to express complete disagree- 
ment with the contention of Major Gen- 
eral Luther D. Miller, chief of army 
chaplains, “that, due to the religious 
program of our armed forces, more 
young men have attended church, read 
the Bible, and earnestly prayed than 
at any other time in the history of our 
country.” Just the reverse is the case! 

Owing to the separation from his 
home, parents, wife, sweetheart and 
friends, the average serviceman drinks 
more, swears harder, attends church 
less, and is more promiscuous than at 
any time previous to entering the armed 
forces. There is nothing whatever in 
the training program of impressionable 
youths in the service which would make 
them read the Bible, attend church, or 
earnestly engage in prayer. They are 
taught to hate and to kill the enemy. 
There is no consolation to be found in 
religion to help them accomplish the 
things for which they are trained! 

Cpl. ERWING W. WADSWORTH. 
yulfport Field, Miss. 


What Sort of Revival? 
Sirs: 

One listens to a speaker who seems to 
feel that the Kingdom of God is greatly 
advanced by the war through which we 
are passing and the thought goes back to 
a letter which came just a day or two 
ago from a man in uniform who has 
known this thing of war inside and out. 
He writes, “Of course I go to church fairly 
often but between you and me it all 
seems sort of out of place. To me a serv- 
ice here is about like having church wor- 
ship while in the process of cleaning out 
a sewer—the two just plain don’t go to- 
gether at all. So many of the services 
out here are almost Catholic in character 


anyway—all sorts of last-minute confes- 
sions—and again between us I can’t quite 
see calling on the good Lord to get us 
out of a jam when we didn’t keep con- 
tact with him before trouble started. I 
realize that most people will not agree, 
but I still feel that ‘hollering’ for help at 
the last minute just ain’t cricket.” 

Our complacent chaplains need to be on 
their guard. A very conservative source 
says, “The presence of a cat elicits from 
the mockingbird a cry for help in behalf 
of her young. The atheist in the fox-hole 
prays, perhaps; and if he has time, he may 
even punctuate his expressions with a 
little profanity; and whether the prayer 
is heard, nobody knows but God. The 
bleat of the lost sheep, the howl of the 
lost dog, belong, if we mistake not, to 
the universal language of petition for 
help. The Christian prayer is essentially 
different.” Those who expect a great re- 
vival to follow the conquest of Japan 
need to ask what sort of revival they 
have in mind. The sort of smug talk that 
is heard from most of our platforms and 
pulpits is enough to call again for a con- 
demnation like unto the 23d of Matthew. 
Would God that there were some signs 
of repentance and fear—some manifesta- 
tions that the church is willing to try 
the way of Jesus in the face of difficulty. 

D. P. McGEACHY, SR. 
Montreat, N. C. 


Synod Meetings 
Sirs: 

The Synod of Mississippi will meet Sep- 
tember 4, 1945, at 8 P. M. at Belhaven 
College, Jackson, Miss. 

R. E. HOUGH, Stated Clerk. 

Jackson, Miss. 


Sirs: 

Will you please announce through your 
columns that the Synod of West Virginia 
will meet in the First church, Bluefield, 
W. Va., Tuesday, September 25, at 2:30 
P. M., and not at the time previously an- 
nounced. 

HARVEY H. ORR. 
Stated Clerk. 


Bland, Va. 
Needs It 
Sirs: 


I enjoy the entire magazine and find 
the discussion of the Sunday school lesson 
most helpful. I wouldn’t know how to 
teach without it now. 

MRS. RAY OGBURN. 

Willow Springs, N. C. 


Standing Up On a Bus 
Sirs: 


To show you how interested I am in 
your paper’, I read this week's issue while 
standing up on a bus yesterday after a 
heavy day’s work at the office. That 
proves something. 

ERNEST J. ARNOLD, 
Executive Secretary. 
N. C. Council of Churches, 
Durham, N. C. 


Help from Bible Studies 
Sirs: 

May I say that I get great help 
from Dr. Thompson’s Bible studies and 
I wish to have you send THE OUTLOOK 
to my sister. Pp 

MRS. L R. BROWN. 
Kilgore, Texas. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


By Religious News Service 





ATOMIC BOMB MAKES INTERNATIONAL CONTROLS IMPERATIVE 

New York (RNS).—The United Nations organization must be rapidly 
developed in view of the development of the atomic bomb, say G. Bromley 
Oxnam, Federal Council of Churches president, and John Foster Dulles, peace 
commission chairman. ‘The world has overnight become desperately de- 
pendent on international controls and on the mutual trust upon which they 
rest,’ they declare. : 

~ * * 
FIFTY AMERICAN MISSIONARIES GOING TO CHINA 

Chungking (RNS, By Wireless).—Fifty Protestant missionaries are ex- 
pected here from the United States in September, the Chinese National Chris- 
tian Council announced. They will be the first replacements sent to China 
since before the war. Seven of the missionaries, who are being sent here at 
the council’s request, are Methodists, the others represent Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Seventh Day Adventist, and Church of Christ denominations. Per- 
mission to travel has been granted by the U. S. Embassy, the council stated, 
and the group will leave the United States as soon as Army authorization is 
received. Most of the missionaries will be sent to newly liberated areas. 

+ * * 
THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS BEING RELEASED IN BRITAIN 

London (RNS, By Wireless).—In view of the serious clergy shortage in 
England, 1,500 theological students are to be released from the armed forces. 
However, only those men with a minimum of three years of military service 
will be eligible for release. First consideration will be given to men recognized 
as ministerial candidates before September, 1939, who had started training 
courses and who could have been deferred if they wished. 

* * * 
FOREIGN MISSION ACTIVITIES TO BE MECHANIZED 

Springfield, Mo. (RNS).—Assemblies of God, an evangelical, pentecostal 
body formed in 1914, plans to raise $100,000 to ‘“‘mechanize’’ its foreign mis- 
sion activities. Kenneth Short, a missionary of the denomination and a pilot, 
said the funds would be used to buy airplanes, motorboats, jeeps, motorcycles, 
and other motorized equipment for use of missionaries in the foreign field. 

“Already we have one amphibious plane in Africa, a seagoing cruiser in 
the Bahamas, a motorboat to be used along the Alaskan rivers, and a jeep 
in Latin America,’’ he added. Assemblies of God has about 500 missionaries, 
and spends about $1,000,000 annually on its foreign work. 

* * * 
PROTESTANTS CONTRIBUTE TO GERMAN CHURCH WORK 
Geneva (RNS, By Wireless).—Protestantism has made its first contribution 
to the reconstruction of religious life‘in Germany, according to J. Hutchison 
Cockburn, senior reconstruction secretary of the World Counil of Churches. 
Cockburn said the ecumenical committee on reconstruction and inter-church aid, 
representing varied denominations and creeds, has voted about $180,000 to 
German church work. ‘ 
* > + 
NEW YORK SEMINARY SEEKS RETURNING SERVICEMEN 

New York (RNS).—Union Theological Seminary here has inaugurated a 
$60,000 program to provide scholarships for returning servicemen interested 
in training for the ministry, it was announced by Henry Pitney Van Dusen, 
president of the seminary. 

Dr. Van Dusen also disclosed that a series of refresher courses for return- 
ing chaplains will begin during the coming academic year. Among the sub- 
jects offered will be Christian theology with special emphasis on trends in 
contemporary thought, Christian ethics, pastoral counseling and homiletics, the 
Bible and problems of reorientation to civilian life. 

Dr. Van Dusen said an intensive effort to ‘‘present the claims of the min- 
istry” to veterans was being undertaken by Union Seminary, and that a series 
of leaflets were being published for distribution through chaplains and other 
channels. Chaplains, missionaries, and outstanding churchmen are writing ar- 
ticles for the pamphlets, which are entitled “Service Men in the Ministry.” 


Exploratory Trip Up 
TheAmazonBegun By 


Foreign Mission He ad 


gE ‘ 
Executive Secretary Tells of 
Problems Ahead To Be Solved 


Just before leaving in a river steamer 
on a 900-mile trip up the Amazon River, 
C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary of 
Southern Presbyterian foreign missions, 
wrote home telling some of the plans 
of the group which is out to establish 
a new work in a strategic location. 

The portion of the letter which fol- 
lows was written at Belem, on the north 
coast of Brazil. 

“ . « . We are preparing for our 
trip up the Amazon. Our itinerary is 
still quite uncertain. Transportation 
facilities are greatly curtailed as com- 
pared with ten years ago, distances are 
long, and the time required for travel 
is sometimes quite prohibitive. Our 
main purpose, of course, is to study the 
region of the Amazon with a view to 
the advisability and possibility of open- 
ing a work somewhere in this vast area. 
We have booked passage to Manaos on 
the Virginia Lee, a river steamer loaned, 
or rather rented for a dollar a year, by 
the Rubber Development Company to 
the U. S. to a Brazilian government 
agency which controls navigation on the 
Amazon and in the port of Para. 
Whether we shall go beyond Manaos we 
cannot yet say, because we do not know 
what facilities or schedules there are 
from there to points still farther in the 
interior. But Manaos itself is 900 miles 
up the river from here and the region 
we shall traverse is so immense that it 
will probably prove more than enough 
for our survey. We shall hardly be 
seeking new lands to explore when we 
reach Manaos, ‘ 


Questions to be Answered 


“There are many questions that we 
hope our trip will enable us to answer. 
Where are the regions of densest popu- 
lation along the river? What places 
would be most suitable as centers of 
work from the standpoint of health, 
accessibility, surrounding population, 
etc.? What other evangelical work, if 
any, is being done or contemplated in 
these areas? What are the special con- 
ditions of life, and needs of the people? 
What special services are needed which 
would offer natural opportunities for 
missionary work? What are the pros- 
pects for future development of the 





4 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Amazon Valley? Is it a strategic area 
from the standpoint of missions? What 
are the economic conditions that might 
affect the growth of the church and de- 
velopment of self-support? What should 
be the particular pattern of our work 
and what methods are likely to prove 
most effective? What special installa- 
tions and equipment will be needed? 
What personnel? What will be the 
initial cost of establishing the work and 
the expense of its maintenance from 
year to year? 

“Our delegation is a good one. Dr. 
Nogueira is a man of high type, with 
fine personal appearance, deeply 
spiritual, possessing a good sense of 
humor, dignified and gentlemanly. He 
is moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil and chairman of the 
mixed committee on national missions. 
Ralph Varhaug, representing the Pres- 
byterian, USA, mission, is a missionary 
of splendid calibre, warmly evangelical, 
fluent in Portuguese, experienced in the 
work, and having a practical viewpoint 
quite valuable in a delegation made up 
entirely of preachers. Our own Lang- 
don Henderlite is without a _ peer. 
Brazil-born, he knows the people and 
speaks their language perfectly. His 
basic understanding of Brazilian psy- 
chology and his natural good humor 
have opened the way more than once 
when the going seemed difficult... .” 


In 20 State Area One in 4.7 

Persons Is Sure To Be Baptist 
Nashville, Tenn. (RNS)—Southern 

Baptists baptized 218,223 new converts 





in 1944, an increase of 16,000 over the 
previous year, E. P. Alldredge, conven- 
tion statistician, announced here. A 
goal of 1,000,000 baptisms has been set 
for the current year in observance of the 
centennial of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention’s organization. 

Greatest number of baptisms by any 
single church during 1944 was the 232 
immersions at Highland Park Church, 
Chattanooga. Only eight churches bap- 
tized more than 200, and 88 more than 
100. Not reporting a single baptism 
were 6,555 churches. (See page 8— 
Ed.) 

The statistician also said that Bap- 
tists, both white and colored, in the 20 
state area of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention total 9,712,926—-which is, he 
said, a ratio of one Baptist to every 4.7 
persons in the population. 


d 
Nationwide Religious Instruction 
Outline Issued for British Schools 


London (RNS, By Wireless).—A 
basic outline for religious instruction in 
British day schools has been made pub- 
lic here by the Conference of Anglicans 
and Free Churchmen on Religious Edu- 
cation, for use under the Education Act 
passed in 1944. The outline was pre- 
pared in cooperation with the National 
Union of Teachers, 

Although syllabuses have been drawn 
up by local education authorities jointly 
with local churches and day school 
teachers, this is the first time a re- 
ligious education oufline has been issued 
for nationwide use, 


| A Tokyo Radio has 


AUGUST 20, 1945 


The outline has been based on the 
principle that at each stage of religious 
education, the capacities of children 
should determine not only the method 
of presentation, but also the matter to 
be presented. 

Content of the outline has been de- 
termined by three considerations. These 
are: The necessity for every child to 
become familiar with the Bible; the 
need for moral and spiritual training to 
be based on the principles and standards 
of Christianity; and the influence of 
Christianity on the lives of men, on the 
social conditions of the. country, and 
on the development of western civili- 
zation. 


OWI Charges Tokyo Radio 
With Misuse of Kagawa’s Name 


Washington, D. C. (RNS).—The 
falsely represented 
Toyohiko Kagawa, Japanese Christian 
leader, as issuing an attack on the 
United States following the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima, the Office of 
War Information charged here. 

The OWI said in a bulletin that the 
Domei Agency had resurrected a speech 
broadcast on July 28, eleven days be- 
fore the bombing, by a speaker iden- 
tified by Toyko as Toyohiko Kagawa. 

The Domei wireless transmission to 
the United States, which sought to give 
the impression that the speaker was 
referring specifically to the atomic 
pombing, repeated word for word the 
script broadcast to the United States on 
July 28, the OWI stated. 











SIXTY-ONE GRADUATES 
M. Houck, 


AT UNION SEMINARY IN VIRGINIA DURING AUGUST—(left to right): FIRST ROW, 8S. 
Northfork, W. Va.; J. C. Wool, Marlinton, W. Va.; R. M, Johnston, New Bern, N. C.; Alfred Mathes, Meridan, 
Miss.; S. M. Hughes, Abbeville, 8. C.; T. T. Williams, Tunica, Miss.; W. A. Brown, Grundy, Va.; R. L Forbis, Moultrie, Ga; 
Oren Moore, Jr, Concord, N. C.; J. A. Overholser, Texarkana, Ark.; T. E. Davis, Southern Pines, N. C.; F. H. Morris, New 
Bern, N. C.; Dean Donald W. Richardson, Professor James E. Bear, C. F. Allen, Newberry, S. C.; E. L. Junkin, Lewisburg, Pa. 

SECOND ROW, M. A. Macdonald, Clinton, 8S. C.; Warner DuBose, Jr., New Orleans; J. E. Parse, Dermott, Ark.; H. R. 
Mahler, Richwood, W. Va.; T. L. Fraser, Vineland, N. J.; Palmer Steele, Lake Placid, Fla; D. E, Goldsmith, Abbeville, La.; 
M. F. Reynolds, Galveston, Texas; M. C. Dendy, Orlando, Fla.; W. H. Allison, Wilmington, N. C.; W. B. Oglesby, Jr., Helena, 
Ark; D. D. Ellis, Warner Robins, Ga.; J. L. Jackson, Grundy, Va; J. M. Murchison, Crowley, La.; R. 8S. Hough, Tarboro, N. C.; 
J A. Wilson, La Grange, Ga. 

THIRD ROW, M. W. Norfleet, Jr., seminary treasurer; W. B. Healy, Hot Springs, Ark.; A. B. Link, New Orleans; G. M. 
Sullivan, Taylor, Texas; T. F. Wallace, Montevallo, Ala.; H. V. Carson, Sanford, N. C.; J. W. Stewart, Jr., Charlotte, N. C.; H. 
B. Ramsey, Bluefield, W. Va.; J. R Young, Jacksonville, Fla.; J. E. Graham, Savannah, Ga.; E. D. Holloway, Monroe, La. 

FOURTH ROW, Tom Fry, Blackstone, Va.; F. P. Turner, Bowling Green, Ky.; M, S. Huske, Reidsville, N. C.; L. C. La- 
Motte, Maxton, N. C.; R. P. Keeton, Magnolia, Ark. 

FIFTH ROW, J. 8S. Steele, Honea Path, S. C.; 8S. C, Morrow, Pottsville, Pa.; I. H. Hawles, Statesville, N. C.; B. M White- 
Hurst, Roanoke Rapids, N C.; J. H. Glass, Bonham, Texas. 

SIXTH ROW, J. A. Millard, New Orleans; W. P. Boyle, Hamer, S. C.; T. M. Davis, Ruston, La.; Prof. James R. Sydnor. 

Not in the Picture: M. K. Compher, Ki t, Tenn.; William M. Currie, Belmont, N, C.; George A. Hud Rich a; 
J. ©. Lawrence, Varina, N. C.; F. B. Lewis, Elkins, W. Va.; S. P. McKelvey and W. L. Ransome, Richmond. 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK & 


Concerning Chapel Year 


By THOMAS KAY YOUNG* 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY designated the current 
church year as ‘Chapel Year.” That of itself should 
settle its primacy among our interests. Yet the note 

of urgency must be heeded if we are to witness a worthy 
achievement. All possi- 
ble time is needed for 
the undertaking. The 
building of a chapel is 
not a mushroom task. A 
deal of intelligent 
planning is involved. If 
unnecessary days and 
weeks are spent in hazy 
dreaming, the year will 
be gone before the first 
hour is devoted to ac- 
tual worship and Bible 
instruction. 

Each presbytery and 
local congregation must 
accept its specific as- 
signment. Then must 
the job start with the 
creation of a_ faithful 
committee to supervise 
the survey; a careful 
canvass to discover 
those interested, and an 
enlistment of their in- 
terest as constituents 
and promoters of the enterprise. It is by that small nucleus 
of resolute and thoughtful folk the institution is organized 
and given life. Under the most favorable circumstances 
no little time must be given to it. 

The Assembly expects the church to organize five hun- 
dred outpost Sunday schools within the year. If good 
success is to mark this central and eminent undertaking 
every church that is strong enough to accept such a re- 
sponsibility should discard its modesty and dedicate its 
energy to the effort without delay. It may be assumed 





Dr. Young 


there are unchurched sections reasonably near to most of 


*Moderator, 85th General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, 
v. 8. 


our average-size towns and churches. What we must note 
is that only the widest practicable sharing can reduce the 
peril of failure to a minimum. The chief danger is the 
fear of the middle-size congregation that it cannot do such 
a major job. But no such decision should be reached un- 
til the history of chapels is studied and the modesty of 
the original idea is understood. It is amazing how sim- 
ple and how inexpensive the safe planting of the gospel 
can be. If the church takes that realistic approach five 
hundred Sunday schols will not prove an unfair expecta- 
tion. But it will require a general awakening so that 
something of the crusading spirit possesses us to make good 
our public declaration of purpose. 

.The obvious blessing of this church-wide commitment 
would not be forgotten in our generation. A soulful giv- 
ing of our people to evangelism and the conservation of our 
labors in ‘‘going’’ church organizations would transform 
the spirit of our people. It would bring us back to soul- 
winning as the primary business of our church administra- 
tion. It would mark our adoption of what both scripture 
and history have shown to be the scientific way to a health- 
ful spirituality. It would launch us afresh upon the only 
known course for starting new organizations by which the 
church may spread its blessing as cities grow and frontiers 
expand over the country or the continent. Historically our 
denomination lost its leadership long ago by its failure 
to follow that course. We shall repeat that crowning 
tragedy if, while extraordinary growth occurs in our South- 
land, we allow caution to negative our desires and paralyze 
our energies. We may be sure that, as usual, other evan- 
gelical groups will occupy the field and marvel that we 
continue at ease in Zion while so much is to be done. And 
equally sure we may be of the divine conditions of aid. 
Unless we plant and water God cannot give us the increase. 

If we seriously want an unprecedented spiritual endue- 
ment for our maturing and efficiency in service; if we long 
to see the multitudes of idle lay-folk fired with zeal and 
busy with basic Christian duties; if we contemplate seeing 
our beloved church grow and pour out its life in behalf 
of the world’s greatest restoration, we face such an out- 
look in this chapel opportunity. And whatever the current 
sources of our pride or the springs of our contentment we 
can but wish to see ourselves high among those whom the 
love of Christ constrains to seek the lost and thus share 
richly in the building of his kingdom. 


What Southern Presbyterian Liberals Believe 


By JOHN A. MacLEAN 


The first of this series of three articles, written by Dr. 
MacLean, pastor of the Ginter Park church, Richmond, 
appeared last week under the title, “Liberalism in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church.’’ Southern Presbyterian 
liberalism, as he sees it, is of a mild type which might be 
more accurately termed ‘‘prdgressivesconservatism.” In 
his first article he argued that both the more conservative 
and the less conservative (or liberal or progressive) types 
of mind are needed in the Christian Church. His conclud- 
ing article next week is entitled, ‘‘What Southern Presby- 
terian Liberals Are Driving At.” 


UNDAMENTALLY, SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN lib- 
erals or progressives hold to the same truths held by 
other Christians. This article is not intended to be a 


complete statement of belief, but proposes only to mention 
certain doctrines about which there may be some differences 
of opinion among loyal Christians. 

We believe in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we believe that there is much more to be said 
about God than our creeds say. While God reveals himself 
in various ways, his full and final revelation is in Christ, 
who said, ‘“‘He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 
God is a Christ-like God, and nothing, no matter whence 
the source, can be true of his character which is not true 
of Jesus Christ. Believing this, many liberals feel that 
our creeds should place greater emphasis upon the mercy, 
compassion and love of God the Father, giving to these 
qualities the same emphasis as is found in the teachings, 
the life and death of God the Son. When John, who per- 
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haps understood Jesus better than anyone else, Says straight 
out “God is love,’’ why should we beat about the bush, use 
up all the adjectives in the language in defining God, and 
leave out love? Thomas Carlyle once said, ‘‘Being a Pres- 
byterian does not keep a man from sinning, but it takes 
the joy out of it.” Do we suffer from some strange in- 
hibition in speaking of the love of God? 

We believe that Jesus Christ is both man and God, very 
God of very God. The writer does not know of a single 
Southern Presbyterian minister who does not believe whole- 
heartedly and passionately in the deity of Christ. If there 
is any unorthodoxy on this point, it is ‘‘heresy to the right,” 
meaning that we may make the mistake of exalting God 
the Son above God the Father. There is such a thing as 
Christological unitarianism, of which all of us Southern 
Presbyterians may be more or less guilty. 


Inclusive View of the Atonement 


Generally speaking, conservative Christians have placed 
greater emphasis, sometimes almost exclusive emphasis, on 
what is called the substitutionary theory of the atonement, 
while some liberals have been inclined to stress the moral, 
influence theory. Our brand of liberalism subscribes to 
both of these interpretations and teaches that the atone- 
ment is too big to be included in any one idea. In recent 
years, liberals have increasingly emphasized the redemptive 
suffering of Christ, the Messiah, and the experience of his 
saving power is precious indeed to all, who, like the writer, 
trust in the mercy and love and vicarious suffering of God, 
as revealed in Christ and his cross, for their own ,salva- 
tion. Christianity is salvation from the guilt of sin and 
it is also a way of life. 

There is a difference between the more conservative and 
less conservative wings of our church as to the importance 
of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. ‘‘Fundamentalists” 
seem to feel that the deity of Christ depends upon his being 
born of a virgin. Liberals do not agree with this. We ac- 
cept the exquisitely beautiful story of the Virgin Birth 
exactly as it is written in the gospels and love it. If it 
should be proven, however, that the birth of Jesus was 
natural and not supernatural, belief in his deity would be 
in no way affected. 


Dr. Charles Gore, one of the greatest English theologians, 
who always believed in the Virgin Birth, and who made 
his reputation by the publishing of his volume, “The In- 
carnation of the Son of God,’’ wrote, ‘‘The question of the 
birth is secondary and not primary; the question of faith 
in Jesus must rest still where it was made to rest from 
the beginning, on the life, teachings, death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. On these, quite apart from any questions 
concerning his birth, the faith stood, and still could stand.” 
And the same author declared, ‘“‘The Incarnation was be- 
lieved in for, perhaps thirty years before the fact of the 
Virgin Birth was widely known through the publication of 
the Gospel of St. Luke.” A minister or other church of- 
ficer who rejected this doctrine might well be embarrassed 
to hold office in a conservative denomination such as ours 
and subscribe to our standards. However, there are many 
outstanding Christian leaders in Scotland and elsewhere 
who do not believe in the Virginia Birth, and it would 
not be fair to tell a man who had intellectual difficulties 
on this subject that he could not be a Christian. 

ae ase | 


All Accept Personal Immortality 


Liberals believe in the resurrection of Jesus, of course, 
but are not especially concerned about the nature of his 
resurrection body. Among theologians in our church there 
is no difference as to belief in personal immortality.’ We 
all believe in heaven and plenty of people still in this world 
already know there is a hell, 

Though finding the doctrine difficult to understand, all 
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Southern Presbyterians believe in the Holy Spirit, as the 
third Person of the Trinity. For Southern Presbyterian 
liberals, the Holy Spirit means the presence of both the 
Father and Son. God creates, and saves and inspires, and 
for each divine function there is a divine Person. The 
liberal mind is open to the fresh revelations of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus called for the liberalism that can respond to 
new ideas and revolutionary programs and repeated Pen- 
tecosts. 

Southern Presbyterians generally believe in the return 
of Christ, though there are few, if any, premillenialists 
in the progressive group. We have no desire to change 
the views of people who find comfort in this doctrine, but 
deplore the seemingly intolerant attitude of some pre- 
millenialists towards other Christians. ‘‘Dispensational- 
ism,’ which is often associated with premillenialsm, has 
been declared to be a dangerous heresy by our General 
Assembly, and with that declaration liberals are in hearty 
accord. 
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On the Inspiration of the Bible 


Conservatives and liberals believe the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments to be the word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. There is, however, a 
difference of opinion as to how the Bible is inspired, as 
has always been true among Christians. It is a matter of 
history that Martin Luther did not like the Epistle of 
James, and called it “‘strawy,”’ and that John Calvin spoke 
frankly of certain ‘‘mistakes,” (to use his own word) in 
the Bible, which might be attributed to copyists. In one 
instance, he said that Luke probably knew he was mistaken, 
but did not take the trouble to correct his error. Our 
‘liberals’ would hardly go so far as either Calvin or Luther, 
Conservatives hold to a more literal interpretation and 
many believe in verbal inerrancy. 

Progressives would agree that the Bible is not a book of 
science, and they believe that the spiritual values of the 
23rd Psalm, for example, are in no wise impaired by the 
fact that David probably supposed the earth to be flat. 


Like the parables of Jesus, such stories as Adam and Eve ~ 


in the Garden of Eden, or of Jonah and the whale, may be 


taken either literally or figuratively, as may seem most ' 


likely to be true. The Biblical revelation of God and his 
truth is progressive, proceeding from lower to higher levels 
and culminating in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, 


the living Word as absolute and final for all time. This ‘ 
means, for instance, that if there is a conflict between ‘ 


the ethical standards of the Old Testament and the teach- 


ings of Jesus, the latter prevail. As has been said, the * 
truth of God is enfolded in the Old Testament and unfolded © 


iff the New. Jesus did not hesitate to modify and amplify 
the ideas of certain Old Testament writers and in some 
cases actually reversed them, as when he said: ‘‘Ye have 
heard that it was said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor. and 
hate thine enemy; but I say unto you, Love your enemies.” 


“More Light to Break Forth” 


In his farewell sermon at Leyden, Holland, the pastor, 
John Robinson, held aloft a Bible and said to the Pilgrims, 
‘Remember, there is still more light to break forth from 
this old book,’’ and many of us believe that it contains 
riches of truth which, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, are still to be discovered. Such an attitude does 
not mean that the more liberal among our ministers are 
any less loyal to the scriptures as the Word of God. 

The writer is the owner of a small Bible, carried by him 
through the first World War. As a young, green and in- 
experienced preacher, without any other book or preaching 
helps, he always found in this Bible just what was needed 
to minister to the deepest spiritual needs of suffering, sin- 
ning, frightened, doubting, dying men. Where any other 
book would have proven inadequate, incongruous, and its 
use an intrusion, the Word of the Lord brought to these 





L 
th 


th 
fo 


venwna =e erfr.UmT”™: » 


- Vv 


a | 





AUGUST 20, 1945 


men the message of salvation and comfort which was des- 
perately needed, and to which their souls responded. I 
know, from experience, that the Bible is the Word of 
God, and nothing could shake this faith. As Sir Walter 
Scott said upon his death bed, ‘‘There is but one Book, the 
Bible.” Such faith does not mean, however, that we are 
not to use our brains and our knowledge in the endeavor 
to interpret and apply the teachings of the scriptures. Piety 
is not a substitute for intelligence nor unrelated proof- 
texts for intellectual honesty, and to think so is to dishonor 
him who said, ‘““Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.”’ 


No Bold Adventuring for Truth 


In his oft-quoted article, “A Soldier Looks at the 
Church,” published in Harper’s Magazine, Chaplain Russell 
C. Stroup (pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, of 
Lynchburg, Virginia) writes: ‘‘To the question, ‘What does 
the soldier think of the Church?’ the only proper answer 
is, ‘He doesn’t.’ In the thinking. of the average G. I. 
the Church of Jesus Christ shares a place with the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Clay Pigeons.’’ As rea- 
sons for the soldier’s indifference to the church, Chaplain 
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Stroup cites the emphasis of the church on certain per- 
sonal sins, ‘“‘peccadillos, such as profanity, stud poker and 
drinking jungle juice’ while ignoring the relatively greater 
social sins which produce the terrible war now destroying 
these same soldiers, and the tyranny which the church 
exerts over the minds of its followers. Says this Lynch- 
burg pastor: ¥ 


“The most pernicious form of tyranny in our world 
today is that exercised over the minds of men. This is the 
fundamental offense of the totalitarian state. This is the 
supreme denial of the dignity of human personality, We 
have sought to shackle the minds of our adherents not 
only theologically but scientifically. The inquisition is per- 
petual. Who would have the temerity to suggest that 
either priests or people are permitted in most Christian 
churches to adventure boldly in search of ever new Truth 
which God has promised to reveal to mankind by his Holy 
Spirit? Nowhere outside Nazidom can one equal the jus- 
tifiable fear of all too many clergymen that by their preach- 
ing they may bring down upon themselves the swift and 
certain wrath of the self-appointed Gestapo which operates 
in every denomination. What a travesty on the perfect 
liberty which should exist in Christ! The hope of humanity 
lies in the untrammeled search for Truth. This alone can 
set man free. In this search the church should lead the 
way.” 


Swiss Christians Look at Germany 


HE SWISS AID COMMITTEE for the German Confes- 
T sional Church, confronted with the accounts which 

have been submitted on the conditions obtaining in 
the German concentration camps, have issued the follow- 
ing statement under the signatures of Professor Kar] Barth, 
Professor Oskar Farmer and Pastor Vogt: 

We share in the horror felt everywhere at the revela- 
tion of such acts. We mourn the innumerable victims of 
this evil system. How is it possible that men could have 
treated their fellow-beings in such a way? We expect 
that stern justice will be meted out to all who directly 
or indirectly are responsible. All good German citizens 
would agree with us, we are sure, that the whole German 
people must share in the guilt. 

But we make the following statement: This Satanic spirit 
which must be overthrown along with the Nazi regime is 
not something which was unknown to the peoples of Europe 
and the world. Proofs are not lacking of what this regime 
intended and wished and we have plenty of statements on 
what has happened in German concentration camps since 
1933. 


Reaction of Other Countries 


It is a fact that the testimonies given and the news 
spread were received with indifference and distrust in other 
countries. 

It is a fact that in the past twelve years hundreds of 
thousands of Germans and millions of Jews of all coun- 
tries have suffered as victims of this regime. 

It is a fact that the government and governing circles 
of those countries which are now at war with Germany 
found it possible from 1933 to 1939 to treat this terrorist 
regime with respect and to remain inactive. 

It is a fact that neutral governments have suppressed 
for state reasons the spreading of this news up to a short 
time ago, although they had abundant evidence of its 
truth. 

It is moreover true that Christian circles also have 
neglected to make their knowledge known. It is quite 
natural that those who are conducting the war and the 


peoples of neutral countries should today awaken to the 
full truth and should realize with whom and with what 
they have to deal. 


Five-Point Warning 


We give a warning against all hypocrisy which might fail 
to see the following points: 

1. The cruelties to which everybody’s eyes have been 
opened are only the consequences and symptoms of a spirit 
towards which the world showed too much comprehension 
and tolerance. 


2. He who remained indifferent before or sympathetic 
towards the spirit of Hitlerism at its inception has no right 
today to try to put the blame for these horrors on others. 

3. Proof is not lacking that such evils are not foreign 
to other peoples. 


4. Man is inherently evil. The sickness whose last 
frightful symptoms have been manifested in Germany is 
not a German sickness only but has its roots in a hardness 
of heart which is to be found among all people. 

5. Apart from the Christian faith, there is no real and 
radical help for this hardness of heart—and not the German 
people only have been in many ways untrue to the faith. 

All this is no excuse for the German criminals and fhe 
German people. But we warn all serious people against 
the illusion of justifying oneself by a blind hatred, condem- 
nation and retaliation. We declare that there can be no 
question of punishing the German people en bloc but only 
of making them responsible for the renewing of the de- 
stroyed order. 

We ask God that he may grant to the Christian churches‘ 
in Germany and among all the peoples after these years ot 
shameful deeds that they may perform their duty of awak- 
ening the public conscience in a better way in coming 
days, in a more thorough and intrepid manner than before. ° 

We are convinced that we speak in this declaration not 
only in our own names but also as representing the mind of 
the Confessional Church in Germany. 

—tInternational Christian Press and Information Servite, 
Geneva. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Mighty Atom Demands 
The Mighty Gospel 

Again science is marching ahead of 
morals, say spiritual leaders around the 
world, as the first atomic bomb drops 
on Hiroshima, destroying more than 
100,000 lives, hastening the end of the 
Japanese war, and promising amazing 
things for good or ill in tomorrow’s 
world. 

All Christian leaders are commenting 
on the fact that the world is spiritually 
unprepared for the atomic bomb. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury is afraid not 
so much of “endless destruction” as of 
“increased leisure’’ which atomic power 
will bring to humans. ‘‘Great comfort,”’ 
he says, “is a temptation even more 
dangerous than great danger. To use 
the increased leisure created by this new 
power, and to use it fruitfully, will call 





for an increase in man’s own spiritual 
resources. Men must always aspire, or 
he is lost. Men must become better 


men. That is the moral of it all.” 

In what comparable way has the 
world ever seen a more forcible demon- 
stration of the demand for the regenera- 
tive and redemptive power of the Chris- 
tian gospel and of the controls which 
only the Spirit of Christ can bring to 
men and nations? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Is the Synod of Mississippi 
No Longer ‘‘Sound’’? 


You would not suppose that a synod 
noted for so-called orthodoxy and con- 
formity to certain forms of traditional 
theological interpretations would be 
found at the bottom of any scale mea- 
suring evangelistic activity. Those who 
have often contended that any depar- 
ture from certain men’s ideas of a 


“‘once-delivered” faith produces barren- - 


ness have pointed to this supposed 
“drift’’ as a cause of a slump in evan- 
gelism. Now they will be hard-pressed 
to explain why the Synod of Mississippi 
is at the bottom of such a list. For 
Mississippi is 16th among the 17 synods 
in a tabulation showing the number of 
churches which made not one addition 
to their membership on profession of 
faith during 1944. 

Perhaps there is no correlation be- 
tween this ‘‘soundness”’ of the faith and 
evangelistic zeal, as some have long 
maintained, since just below this synod 
appears Missouri, a synod which, so far 
as we have ever heard, has not boasted 
its fundamentalism or been conspicuous 
in contending for ‘‘the faith.’’ More- 
over, a few Mississippians might explain 
Missouri’s plight as being too near the 
Presbyterian Church, USA (which 
church, by the way, broke all past rec- 
ords in evangelistic results last year). 

There Mississippi stands—as shown 
on page 324 of the current minutes of 
the General Assembly—leading the way, 
not in evangelism, but in non-evan- 
gelism with 50.7 per cent of her 
churches adding not a single member in 
1944 on profession of faith. 

When this paper inquired of the 
synods recently as to what plans were 
being made to carry out the Assem- 
bly’s recommendation of a full consider- 
ation of Christian relations during the 
fall meetings of synods, Mississippi’s 
stated clerk declared that no plans were 
being made for such a conference either 
before or in connection with the forth- 
coming meeting of that synod. One is 
led to suppose, then, that Mississippi 
concentrates on ‘“‘evangelism.’’ Or it 
may be pondered: To what in the lives 
of men will the will of God be related 
when this synod meets? 

The letter of I. S. McElroy, published 
here last week, discusses a deadly poison 
which he believes explains our impover- 
ished evangelism. Our church courts 
and local congregations, he and others 
believe, often do not come to grips with 
real problems in the area of Christian 
relations. Perhaps this point is a cru- 
cial one. The United Church of Canada 
combines its evangelistic and social serv- 
ice activities, significantly enough, into 
a single department. After all, the con- 
cern is one, for we are not really con- 
cerned about a man’s eternity if we are 
not concerned about his ‘‘now.’’ 

There are too many fine-spirited 
Christian leaders in Mississippi (or in 
Missouri, for that matter) to warrant 
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the supposition that these 
will not go unchallenged and un- 
changed. No one could be more con- 
cerned about this problem than many 
of the men and women in this synod 
who are alert to the tremendous needs 
of the day and are deeply troubled about 
the failure of the church to bring the 
gospel’s power to bear upon life and the 
real problems of men—to become ac- 
tually redemptive at the point of deepest 
sin. 


situations 


Now, in order that none may feel too 
good about fhe record of his own synod 
with reference to this matter of addi- 
tions on profession of faith, let us give 
here the list, showing, above the dou- 
ble line, the synods which helped the 
Assembly toward a better record, and 
below, those which pulled it down. 











Per- 

Name of No. of No. Ad- cent- 

Synod Churches ditions age 

These pulled the record up. 
1. North Carolina 549 135 24.5 
eee 361 132 25.6 
3. Virginia ...... 439 122 27.7 
4. Louisiana ..... 98 31 31.7 
5. West Virginia. 106 37 34.9 
6. Snedecor ..... 48 17 35.4 
7. PIOttGa oc ccces 138 50 36.3 
General Assembly 3,500 1,302 37.2 

These pulled the record down. 

8. Appalachia ... 202 78 38.6 
9. South Carolina 278 109 39.2 
10. Arkansas ..... 124 50 40.3 
11. Georgia ...... 255 108 42.3 
12. Oklahoma ..... 45 20 44.4 
13. Kentucky .... 157 70 44.5 
14. Tennessee .... 125 56 44.8 
15. Alabama ..... 189 89 47.0 
16. Mississippi ... 264 134 50.7 
17. Missouri ...... 122 64 52.4 
Why Faith? 


Truth is truth whether we believe it 
or not. 


Believing a truth to be false does not 
make it false, but it makes us act as 
if it were false. Believing an error to 
be true does not make it true, but it 
makes us act as if it were true. 


Belief and unbelief are the windows 
of the soul which determine the kind 
of a world we see and in which we live. 
What we believe about God does not 
have the slightest effect on the objec- 
tive reality of God, but it has the de- 
terminative effect of our relationship to 
God. 


When Paul in the first chapter of 
Romans wrote of those “who changed 
the truth of God into a lie’ he meant 
of course that as far as they were con- 
cerned they changed the truth of God 
into a lie. Then he showed the damning 
effect of such unbelief in the degrada- 
tion of their characters. 

We are saved by faitn, not because 
God places merit in credulity, but be- 
cause by faith the objective reality of 
God becomes subjectively available, 
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Truth is truth whether we believe it 
or not, but truth does not shine in our 
lives except as we keep clean the win- 
dow of faith. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 


Gamaliel’s Advice 


In setting myself up as a critic of 
Gamaliel, I am sure [ in turn am expos- 
ing myself to criticism. You wili re- 
call his famous advice to the Jews who 
sought to overthrow Christianity by 
force: ‘‘And now I say unto you, Re- 
frain from these men, and let them 
alone; for if this counsel or this work 
be of men, it will be overthrown: but 
if it is of God, ye will not be able to 
overthrow them; lest haply ye be found 
even to be fighting against God.” 

This advice of Gamaliel is usually in- 
terpreted as both sound and wise and 
perhaps it was in this particular in- 
stance. But I am wondering just how 
far we should go with this principle of 
“refraining.” 

One of the most striking sermons I 
have ever heard was by Bishop Edwin 
Holt Hughes upon the text in Mark 
1:24, ‘“‘Let Us Alone,’ which, you may 
recall, is the plea of certain evil spirits 
when confronted by the power and per- 
son of Jesus of Nazareth. The point 
Bishop Hughes drove home again and 
again was that this is always the cry of 
evil forces: 

“Some of our near and dear ances- 
tors said of slavery, ‘Let us alone! You 
do not need to hold slaves yourselves, 
but do not interfere with us.’ 

“The Louisiana Lottery, once the 
most iniquitous legalized gambling or- 
ganization that the U. S. knew anything 
about, said, ‘Let us alone! You need 
not buy our tickets; but do not be 
bigoted enough to stop the liberty of 
others to gamble.’ 

‘‘Before the Sherman Anti-Trust law, 
mammoth business was saying, ‘Can we 
not do what we will with our own? 
The government has no right to inter- 
fere with business. Let us alone.” ... 
“All evils thrive on simple neglect. 
Weeds say, ‘Let us alone’; and they cap- 
ture the acres. Contagions say, ‘Let us 
alone,’ and they kill the thousands. 
Gypsy moths say, ‘Let us alone,’ and 
they murder the elms and maples and 
lay the lovely forests in waste. The 
iniquitous moving pictures says, ‘Let us 
alone,’ and then they exalt the bandit 
and glorify the adulteress.’’ Let liquor 
alone, and it will overwhelm our land 
like a flood, sparing neither man, wo- 
man, nor child! Let the devils of your 
own personal temptations alone, and 
they will forge around you chains of 
habit stronger than steel! 

So, in my opinion, it is an open ques- 
tion as to how wise Gamaliel’s advice 
was. After all, I think it would be an 
interesting subject for a debate, per- 
haps in an alert young people’s group. 
If you, yourself, were asked to take 
part in such a debate, which side would 
you prefer? J. CALVIN REID, 
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A PRAYER 
For the Understanding of Other Men 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Give thy servant an understanding 
heart.” I Kings 3:9. 


THOU WHOSE WISDOM is un- 

searchable and whose ways are 

past finding out, we cannot bring 
thee what is new in thy sight, nor give 
thee tidings of that which thou hast not 
heard. Our lives are open before thee 
and there is nothing hid from the light 
of thy countenance. To the depths of 
our souls thou knowést us altogether; 
this world so mysterious in our sight, 
to thee moves clear and plain, the very 
thought of thine eternal mind. There is 
nothing in us nor in tke world but lo, 
thou knowest it altogether, and thou 
knowest all we have need of before 
we ask thee, 

Yet we pray that thou wilt open the 
eyes of our minds. We cannot share 
thine all-seeing vision; but for our walk 
on this green earth we ask a daily meed 
of wisdom. Give us an understanding 
heart, O Lord! 


IVE US TO UNDERSTAND other 
men. Upon the street they pass 
us by, the scores or the tens of 

thousands whom we shall never know 
even by name, passing us perhaps but 
once in a lifetime, men and women seen, 
as crowds, as masses, as shadows, as 
the meaningless or annoying background 
of our own engrossing lives. Even these 
whom it is not possible for us to know 
by name we pray that thou wilt make us 
wise to see, souls like ourselves, each 
one unique among men, each with his 
own sorrows and deligh‘s, his own in- 
alienable self that cannot be matched 
nor shared, traveling each a lone soul 
between life and death. Keep us from 
thinking of men as masses, open our 
eyes to masses as men. May no mark 
of color or race or trade or class hide 
from us the ineffaceable humanity that 
is stamped upon them every one. Help 
us to see under the grime of the com- 
monplace, even the red stains of sin, 
some trace of the image of God upon 
each son of man. 

Open our eyes moreover to those 
that are nearest and dearest, those with 
whom we share the home and hearth, 
whose love is as our daily bread. May 
we not take them lightly because we 
have known them long. Make us to 
realize that each soul has its sanctuary 


into which even the dearest love cannot 
penetrate, and to reverence that inner 
shrine. These whose very nearness may 
have made us dull to their presence— 
keep us from forgetting that these too, 
even as we, have capacities and long- 
ings and dreams that belie their famil- 
jar aspect, and transcend and inwardly 
transform their souls. 


ELP US TO UNDERSTAND even 
H those from whom we differ. If 
the minds of any seem strange to 

us, may we remember that it is no less 
hard for them to see with our eyes 
than for us to see with theirs. Though 
each heart knows its own bitterness and 
no stranger may intermeddle with its 
joy, yet may we learn to rejoice with 
those who do rejoice, and weep with 
those that weep. Help us to be patient 
with the slow, to endure without re- 
sentment the impatience of the swift. 

When others sin, help us to apply 
to them the measure by which we would 
ourselves be judged. When they fail, 
help us to be as slow to blame as if 
their failure had been ours. When they 
triumph, forgive our moment’s pang of 
envy, help us to rejoice as if their 
triumph were our own. Help us to see 
in each his best, teach us the skill in 
all we have to do with others to evoke 
from them the good and let the evil die. 
May we remember always that we are 
not God. It is to thee and not to us 
that each must render his account; 
help us to withhold our judgments and 
to reflect that we but know in part; and 
when all is done, to wait the day when 
thou shalt reveal what is now hid, when 
the shadows that now fall between man 
and man are lifted and thy light illu- 
mines all. 

In the name of him who being lifted 
up shall draw all men unto himself. 
AMEN. 





KING COLLEGE 
Bristol, Tenn. 


Dedicated to Christian education un- 
der Presbyterian auspices. . A, de- 
gree. Coeducational. Healthful loca- 
tion in foothills of Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains. 78th year. For information 
regarding scholarships, and catalcg, 
address 

RnR. T. L. Liston, Th. M., Ph. D., Prea., 

Box P. 














catalog.ue 


September 18. 





Write for the new catalogue, now ready! 


1849--AUSTIN COLLEGE--1945 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
“The purpose of Austin College is Christian Education.” 


From the 


Plan to enroll in fall term, 


J. B. MOORMAN, Dean 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Says Church in Europe 
Stood Its Ground 


Louisiana News Letter 


Albert Kissling, of the Riverside 
church, Jacksonville, Fla., sounded a 
call to a new dedication to the word 


and will of God as the keynote of the 
recent “Faith and Action’’ conferences 
held throughout the synod. Said he: 
“The world is in revolution and man- 
kind is weary of war. Moral leadership 
is flabby. To avoid doom, the world 
must hear the Word of God and obey 
the will of God. . . We commend the 
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heroic activities of the underground 
movement of Europe in the fight against 
tyranny. But the church did not go 
underground. It stood up and con- 
demned the wrongful acts and policies 
of the dictators and suffered—and pre- 
vailed.” C. Knox Poole, synod’s re- 
ligious education director, reported 
gratifying interest and attendance in 
the “Little Montreat’”’ conferences held 
at New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Shreve- 
port and Monroe, 


At the Bottom 
Of the List 

Louisiana’s unenviable standing in 
illiteracy was recently emphasized in 
this news item: ‘Incomplete figures on 
the census of children under 19 years 
of age in Orleans Parish indicate that 
at least 32,000 of school age were not 
attending educational institutions in the 
city last year.’’ Much concern is also 
felt by many citizens about the quality 
of the work done in the public schools. 
It is not surprising that private schools 
in New Orleans have long waiting lists. 
These enrolment figures are interest- 
ing: public schools, 60,564; parochial 
schools, 47,149. 


Louisiana and 
Civil Service 

Despite the fact that there is still a 
considerable ‘‘hangover”’ of Huey Long 
politics, the Legislature enacted Civil 
Service laws a few years ago. A group 
of able, determined leaders over the 
state have done heroic work. These 
political pioneers are resolutely press- 
ing these reforms that go hard with 
old-time bosses. A large sum of money 
has been given by right-thinking citi- 
zens in a program of education and en- 
forcement. ‘Believe it or not’ in New 
Orleans a Ph. D. directs Civil Service in 
the same building where Robert Maestri, 


the ranking Long leader, presides as 
mayor. ‘ 


But All Is 
Not Well 

In writing of drunkenness in the 
nation’s capital, a reporter recently gave 
us this bouquet: “Washington has 
more drunkenness than any other city 
with the possible exception of New 
Orleans.”” ‘AMERICA’S MOST INTER- 
ESTING CITY” is notorious also for 
illegal gambling. Recently it was stated 
that racketeers paid $700,000 in taxes. 





| In the Beautiful Alleghenies— 


Greenbrier College 


Founded 1812 
@ Two years college and two years 
college preperatory for girls. 
@ An excellent faculty. 
@ Varied curriculum. 
@ A community of refinement and oul- 
ture. 
@ Unusual sooial ard recreational ad- 
vantages. 
Tentative Reservations for 1946 
Aovepted 
FRENOH W. THOMPSON, Presidents 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that Bible reading is required in 
the public schools of the following 
states: 

Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, 
Georgia, Idaho, Kentucky, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Tennessee. 

It is prohibited in: 

Illinois, Louisiana, Wisconsin. 

In the remaining 34 states it is 
permitted but not required. 




















The papers featured a story of an in- 
come tax official who sought to collect 
$100 for each of the seven “one-arm 
bandits” in an establishment. The pro- 
prietor insisted that the slot machines 
were there for repair, only to have his 
voice vie with the familiar ‘‘clank” of 
one of the machines being played by 
an inconsiderate customer. Prolonged 
efforts by the ministers to have the au- 
thorities enforce the law are met with 
such statements as “‘The people don’t 
want these laws enforced” or ‘‘We shall 
investigate.” On the two wings of the 
massive stone palace where the district 
attorney and the chief of police sit are 
these inscriptions: ‘‘This is a govern- 
ment of law, not of men” and ‘There 
is no liberty except in law.” 


Miscellany 

Charles S. Sholl, longtime pastor of 
New Orleans’ Canal Street Church, now 
retired, spent the winter in New Orleans, 
the summer in Birmingham and Tennes- 
see. He is in excellent health and has 
filled many preaching engagements. . 
John Nelson Blackburn, of Houma, is a 
“dollar a year’? man. At the summer 
meeting of his presbytery he was pre- 
sented 70 crisp one-dollar bills in honor 
of his seventieth birthday. He has been 
in his present pastorate since 1902. 

. Warner DuBose, Jr., Albert Link 
and James Millard, all New Orleans pas- 
tors, are spending August at Union 
Seminary in Richmond. A com- 
mission of ministers and elders or- 
ganized a church at Port Sulphur July 
22. The church began with 40 charter 
members and three elders and three 
deacons were installed. This town is 
about 40 miles down the river from New 
Orleans. 
JOHN S. LAND. 
New Orleans. 





WANTED: High Schoo! teachers in 
the fields of mathematics, voice, 
science, library and physical education. 
Small classes, desirable location. Ad- 
dress 


K. EB. St. Clair, President, 
Sayre School, Lexington 34, Ky. 
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Vacation Time Used 


To Ready Fall Plans 


South Carolina News Letter 


Activities of the various churches in 
this synod have entered the period of 
summer doldrums. Vacation schools 
are over; many members, in spite of war 
restrictions on travel, are vacationing 
in the mountains or by the sea; minis- 
ters are away during August and pul- 
pits are being supplied by visiting 
preachers with all too often only the 
faithful few in attendance. However, 
elaborate plans are being made for the 
fall with young people’s ‘“‘college ban- 
quets,’”’ presbytery meetings, and the 
meeting of synod in Columbia in Octo- 
ber on a self-entertainment basis. Em- 
phasis. at this synod meeting will be 
placed on chapels and extension Sunday 
schools, not simply because it is the 
fourth year of the Religious Education 
Advance movement, but also because of 
the high resolve at the 1945 General 
Assembly to organize 500 new Sunday 
schools during this church year. 


Chapel and Extension Work 
Being Pushed Throughout Synod 

The importance of chapel work is 
recognized all over the state and good 
interest is reported, but the number is 
too few. Anderson’s First church is 
beginning its third chapel in four years. 
A lot and a house have been purchased 
and a vacation school was scheduled for 
the middle of August; from then on it 
is expected that Sunday school will con- 
tinue; later, preaching services will be- 
gin. About 400 children were reached 
in the vacation schools conducted by this 
church—in two chapels and in the 
mother church. Similar activities are 
reported from the First church, Sumter. 
where Lewis Lancaster ministers. 


Assembly’s Moderator Will Speak 
At Three Schools; Dinner Planned 
Charles Haddon Nabers, of the First 
church, Greenville, is guiding programs 
for three regional training schools to he 
held within the synod during Septem- 
ber—Greenville First, Sept. 12, 13; Co- 
lumbia First, 14, 15; Florence First, 
17, 18. At each school the Assembly’s 
moderator, Thomas K. Young, will 
speak on “The Church Faces the 
World.”” A moderator’s dinner will be 
arranged in Greenville in honor of Dr. 
Young, with pastors and officers of that 
part of the synod invited. 


Funds Being Secured for Church 
Buildings and Beautification 


Several churches report building fund 
campaigns for greatly needed edu- 
cational equipment or for church beau- 
tification or the purchase of a manse. 
Anderson Central, $9,000 for a manse; 
Charleston Second, $75,000 for a much 
needed educational building; Clover, 
$10,000 “thus far to erect an 
educational building’’; Anderson First, 
$13,500 for church beautification. 
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Spartanburg Church Sponsors Its 
Own Parochial School 

One of the most interesting and sig- 
nificant developments in religious edu- 
cation in the synod is in the kinder- 


garten and primary school in the Spar- 
tanburg First church. According to the 
pastor, A. W. Dick, 50 children were en- 
rolled last year in the kindergarten. 
There were two teachers. This year 
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the first grade is being added with its 
enrollment limited to 25, and 58 in 
the kindergarten. Five teachers are em- 
ployed. Religious instruction is to be 
coordinated with all class-work and 
other activities instead of being confined 


to one particular period. Here is a 
Presbyterian parochial school of the 
highest order! 


Church Adds 50 Members; 
Seminary Students Assisting 

Some South Carolina churches re- 
port a growing interest in evangelism 
with a rediscovery of the real business 
of the church. Frank P. Anderson, of 
the Second church, Charleston, reports 
50 new members added to that church 
during the first quarter of the new 
church year. Seminary students 
are assisting in the work in several 
localities during the summer: Joe M. 
Owen, rising senior and student body 
president at Union Seminary, is at 
Greenville First; Murphy Wilds, rising 
middler of the same seminary, is a‘ 
Greenville Second. 

JAMES APPLEBY. 
Anderson, S. C. 


Assembly Agencies Continue to 
Show Substantial Financial Gains 
Five months of the current church 
year, ending July 31, have brought con- 
tinuing increases in financial receipts to 
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the Assembly’s agencies as follows: 
Foreign Missions—(Nashville), 
$182,765; gain, $8,562, not including 
$1,724 in the elders’ and deacons’ fund. 
Home Missions (Atlanta), $87,083; 
gain, $11,813. 


Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $46,936; gain, 
$9,261. 


Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $12,705; gain, $1,894. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Hampden-Sydney Reports 
$12,053 From Special Day 

Though later returns increase the 
figure, $12,053 has been reported as 
received by Hampden-Siyney college as 
a result of a special day set aside for 
emphasis upon this institution last Fed- 
ruary. Out of the synod’s 439 churches 
169 responded. Montgomery Presby- 
tery led the list with a contribution of 
$2,619; Potomac was next with $2,053 
At the time the day was set it seemed 
certain that the Navy’s V-12 program 
would be withdrawn, but instructions to 
this effect were later withdrawn. 





More Than 5,000 Students Aided 
By Scholarship Fund Since 1911 


Since the establishment of the 
church’s student loan funds back in 
1911, 2,973 men students and 2,378 
women students—5,351 in all—have 
been helped to the extent of $680,850, 
all of which went to Presbyterian young 
people who attended Presbyterian col- 
leges, according to Wade H. Boggs, 
executive secretary of the Christian edu- 
cation committee in Louisville. 

Included in the fund are a number of 
memorial scholarships which have been 
established by churches, organizations 
and individuals. These range in amount 
from $600 upward, forming a revolving 
fund into which the borrower repays the 


D. R. E. WANTED 


Wanted: Experienced Director of Re- 
ligious Education for full-time em- 
ployment by old Presbyterian Church 
newly located in growing Richmond 
suburban community. Splendid oppor- 
tunity for service. Address Committee 
Chairman, 111 N. 5th St., Richmond 19, 
Va. 
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loan after graduation on a planned 
monthly basis, thereby enabling others 
to profit by the same fund. 

Dr. Boggs states that loans from this 
fund are available for deserving students 


now. There are four qualifications: 
(1) membership in a _ Presbyterian 
church, US; (2) attendance at a 


Southern Presbyterian college; (3) com- 
pletion of one full year of college work; 
(4) recommendation by the session of 
the church and the faculty of a college. 
Present maximum loan per year is $100. 
Dr. Boggs’ address is 410 Urban Build- 
ing, Louisville 2, Ky. 


Louisville Seminary Has First 
Pastors’ Week With 121 Enrolled 


With 121 registrations, Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary early in July 
made a beginning with its first institute 
which officials felt was indicative of 
greater things yet to come. Ministers 
from all over the South attended this 
week of lectures, which was featured 
by daily addresses by George A. But- 
“The Art of 
Preaching” and ‘Immortality,’ and 
Ernest Trice Thompson, Richmond, on 
“The Challenge of the New Sects.”” Ac- 
cording to Dr. Buttrick, in his ‘“‘Im- 
mortality” lectures, the secular world 
has failed to face up to death, which is 
the major fact of life. 

Four members of Louisville’s faculty 
conducting classes each morning were: 
Julian Price Love, C. Morton Hanna, 
Andrew K. Rule, and Wm. A. Benfield, 
Jr. 





Memorials 





JOHN BENJAMIN PINDER 


Our beloved friend and highly esteemed 
fellow Elder, John Benjamin Pinder, 
passed into eternal rest on July 24, 1945, 
after a long and tedious illness. In re- 
cording his death, the Session of Ginter 
Park Presbyterian Church is painfully 
conscious of the loss of a truly faithful 
and efficient member. He was a man of 
staunch character and unwavering loyalty, 
whose interest in his church grew as he 
became better acquainted with 


its ac- 
tivities, 


its plans, and its purposes. 


He was received into the Ginter Park 
Church in February, 1915, from the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, and be- 
came a member of the Board of Deacons 
with his ordination June 13, 1915. He 
served in this capacity with the same zeal 
and ability that had marked him as a suc- 
cessful business man, until his election to 
the Session, into which he was received 
June 24, 1923. Here no task assigned to 
him was too small or too large to receive 
his very best attention. We learned to 
lean on him as a man of good judgment 
and wise counsel. 


His interest in the Church and its larger 
projects was evidenced by his being sé- 
lected to serve on the Board of Trustees of 
both Union Theological Seminary and the 
Richmond Home for Ladies. His gener- 
osity in contributing of his time and sub- 
stance was one of the outstanding char- 
acteristics of his church life. This was 
true also of worthwhile civic and com- 
munity enterprises, he being known in 
the business life of the city as a man of 
fine public spirit. 


To the family and his other loved ones 
our Session extends its deepest sympathy, 
with the earnest prayer that our Heavenly 
Father’s will in taking him to his hea- 
venly home will result in bringing each 
of us into closer relation to our Lord and 
Savior, whom he loved and served so 
loyally and faithfully. 
R. W. ROBERTS, 


G. C. HOWELL, 
J. E. PLEASANT. 
Richmond, Va. 








AUGUST 20, 1945 


BIBLE STUDY 
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Jacob Adjusts Personal Relationships 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR AUGUST 26 


Genesis 82—35; Printed Text $33:1- 11, 17-20. 


We have this week another lesson 
from the life of Jacob. The author tells 
us (1) that Jacob was born with his 
hand on his brother’s heel. This inci- 
dent is described because it illustrates 
one of the most unusual traits in Jacob’s 
character. He was ready to take even 
his own brother by the heel that he 
might trip him for his own advantage. 
This aspect of Jacob’s character is more 
clearly illustrated when (2) he buys 
Esau’s birthright for a mess of pottage. 
Esau, weak and sensual, is persuaded 
by his wily brother, to part with the 
right of the first born, but later declines 
to honor the promise. Jacob, not to be 
outdone, conspires with his mother (3) 
to rob Esau of his father’s blessing. 
When Esau discovers the loss which 
Jacob has occasioned him, he determines 
to be revenged. He will hold his peace 
until Isaac is dead and then take his 
brother’s life. Rebekah hears of the 
plot and sends Jacob to Haran, the home 
of her brother, ostensibly that he 
might secure a wife from among his 
own people. She bids him tarry there 
“for a few days’ until his brother’s 
wrath is allayed, and then she will send 
him word to come again. But seem- 
ingly Esau’s wrath is not allayed; no 
word comes from his mother, and Jacob 
remains away from home for more than 
twenty years. 

When he left home Jacob showed no 
signs of repentance and apparently felt 
no need of God. Indeed, he seemed to 
think that he had left God behind him 
at Beersheba. Greatly to his astonish- 
ment on the second or third night out 
God appeared to him in a vision at 
Bethel. In spite of his unworthy life 
God renewed to him the covenant prom- 
ise which he had originally made with 
Abraham and Isaac and added a per- 
sonal promise, saying, ‘‘I am with thee 
and will keep thee and will bring thee 
again to this land.’’ Jacob was fright- 
ened to discover that God’s eyes were 
still upon him, but when morning came 
he had recovered his wits. He prom- 
ised that if God would really keep his 
promise, then he, Jacob, would hold 
Bethel sacred to his memory and would 
give him back a tenth of all that God 
had given him. 


I. God Prospers Jacob, 29—30 

Laban, Rebekah’s brother, was wily 
as Jacob was wily, and unscrupulous as 
Jacob was unscrupulous; both men were 
crafty bargainers and each was will- 
ing to take advantage of his own kin. 
The struggle between the two was keen 
with little honor on either side. 

The first conflict was over Jacob’s 
wife. No sooner had Jacob come to 
Laban’s home than he found himself 
hopelessly in love with Laban’s daugh- 
ter. In those days it was necessary for 
the bridegroom to give his father-in- 
law a generous present. As Jacob had 
no present to offer, he agreed to serve 
Laban for seven years in order that he 
might purchase Rachel for his wife, 
But when the wedding night came La- 


ban substituted Leah for Rachel, the 
older and less attractive daughter for 
the younger and better favored. The 
deception was possible, because the 
bride in those days was heavily veiled. 
Knowing Jacob’s infatuation for Rachel, 
Laban then suggested that she might 
be given him, if he would serve him yet 
another seven years without wages. 
Jacob agreed. One week after his mar- 
riage with Leah, he was married to 
Rachel, and, faithful to his agreement, 
served Laban without pay for another 
seven years. 

Up to this time it would seem that 
Laban had proved himself Jacob’s mas- 
ter in duplicity. Perhaps God allowed 
him to be deceived, in order that he 
might taste of his own medicine. Never- 
theless God had not forgotten his 
promise. The sons whom every Orien- 
tal father desired and who built up the 
house of Israel was born for the most 
part to Leah, whom Jacob had not de- 
sired and whom he never loved. 

The second conflict was over Jacob’s 
wages. After Jacob had served for 
fourteen years without wages, an agree- 
ment was reached by which Jacob was 
to receive all the newly born kids that 
were spotted or speckled, and all the 
lambs that were black. Neither man 
trusted the other and each sought to 
take advantage of the other. Jacob 
made use of an Oriental stratagem that 
seemed to give good results. When 
Laban saw that Jacob was getting more 
than his due share of the fiock, he 
changed the terms of the agreement, 
and this was done ten times, but the 
results were always the same. Accord- 
ing to the terms, whatever they were, 
the best of the flock always passed into 
the hands of Jacob (31:7-9). When 
six years had passed in this way, Jacob 
had grown tremendously wealthy, and 
Laban was no longer kindly disposed 
toward his son-in-law (21:4-5). Then 
it was that God appeared unto Jacob 
and directed him to return to Palestine. 
Jacob began to realize that his prosper- 
ity was due not to his own clever 
schemes, but rather to the blessing of 
God (31:4-9, 42). 


II. God Protects Jacob, $1:1-32:1 


Knowing that Laban was no longer 
kindiy disposed toward him and that 
it was God’s will that he should return 
to the Promised Land, jacob stole away 
with his family and all his property, 
while his father-in-law was shearing the 
sheep. Rachel slipped in the family 
gods. When Laban heard that he was 
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gone, he took a number of men and set 
after him in pursuit. Seven days later 
he overtook him in the region Gast of 
the Jordan. He had intended to do 
Jacob no good, but God appeared to 
him in a dream and bade him leave 
Jacob in peace. The two men thereupon 
made a covenant and called upon God 
to watch between them while they were 
absent one from the other, that neither 
take advantage of the other. As Jacob 
went on his way, his eyes were opened— 
he saw a host of angels in the sky and 
he knew that it was God, who true to 
his promise, had kept him from harm. 


III. Jacob Wrestles With the Angel of 
the Lord, 32. 


Jacob had escaped one danger, only 
to run into another one even greater. 
Wishing to inform himself of Esau’s at- 
titude toward him, after these twenty 
years of absence, he sent to him a 
messenger of peace, who said, very ob- 
sequiously, ‘‘Thus saith thy servant, 
Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban and 
stayed unto now; and [ have oxen and 
asses and flocks and menservants and 
maidservants; and [I have sent to tell 
my lord that I may find favor in thy 
sight.” 

The messenger returned with alarming 
news: ‘‘Esau in coming to meet you, and 
four hundred armed men are with him.” 
There was only one conclusion that 
Jacob could draw; Esau was deter- 
mined on revenge. His heart sank 
within him, but he did not lose his 
head. “First, he divided his company 
into two parts, figuring that if Esau at- 
tacked one company, the second might 
make its escape. 

Then, at last, he bethought himself 
of God. He admitted his own personal 
unworthiness (for the first time) and 
prayed that God would protect him from 
the wrath of Esau for the sake of the 
covenant. Then he went back to his 
plans. He hoped that God would help 
but he knew that he must do his part. 
We cannot hope to accomplish by prayer 
what God has meant for us to accom- 
plish by thought or work. Prayer is 
never a substitute for action. So Jacob 
arranged a very handsome present for 
Esau, dividing the present into five por- 
tions, 220 goats, 220 sheep, 30 camels, 
50 cattle, and 20 asses. The portions 
were to be presented to Esau _ suc- 
cessively, each of them with soft words, 
“A present sent unto my lord, Esau; 
thy servant Jacob is behind us.” It 
was all carefully calculated to soften 
Esau’s heart, to bring him under obli- 
gation to Jacob before the two met. 

But Jacob was not yet satisfied. After 
all the arrangements had been made, he 
sent his wives and children across the 
ford of the Jabbok, but himself re- 
mained behind to be with God. 

That night we read there came an an- 
gel who wrestled with him until the 
day broke; then he disappeared, leavy- 
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ing Jacob with a strained thigh and a 
new name. What is the meaning of this 
strange scene? 

The most common interpretation is 
that we have here a graphic picture of 
Jacob’s wrestling with God in prayer. 
That is certainly true, so far as it goes, 
but it does not exhaust the meaning. 
Plainly there is something more. To 
put it very briefly, it seems that we have 
here in graphic, symbolic form the story 
of the great spiritual crisis in Jacob’s 
life in which he learned that his real 
antagonist, the one from whom he must 
wrest life’s blessing is not man (hith- 
erto Jacob had thought that the highest 
goods of life were to be secured from 
men—Esau, Isaac, Laban), but God, 
and that the only weapon which suc- 
ceeds with God is prayer, based on a 
surrendered life. 

We have the key to the situation 
when we remember that Jacob was 
about to go back into the Promised 
Land, and that he was going back with 
his old nature unchanged. He had 
matched his wits with Esau in the early 
days, and had won the birthright. He 
had matched his wits with Laban and 
become tremendously wealthy. Now he 
is going back to Canaan and his stub- 
born will is not yet subdued. But the 
man who comes to wrestle with him is 
God, who wishes to show him in this 
way that he cannot enter the Promised 
Land as he is. All night Jacob wrestles 
with his unbroken adversary, and as 
the day begins to dawn he comes to 
realize that his adversary is more than 
human. Then it is that the angel 
touches his thigh and puts it out of 
joint. At last Jacob realizes his abso- 
lute helplessness, and then, and not till 
then, does he learn the way to succeed 
with God. He clings to him and pleads 
for the blessing that he could not win 
by his own wits or by his own strength, 

That was a new thing for Jacob. 
Hitherto he had trusted in himself. Now 
he realizes his dependence upon God and 
gives himself over to prayer, prayer that 
accepts God’s will for his life rather 
than attempts to bend God’s will to his 
own. He sees how vain and obstinate 
it is to try to trick God out of his bless- 
ing, and that the only way to succeed 
in life, is to succeed in God’s way. 

In granting his request for a blessing 
the angel tells him that his name is no 
longer Jacob but Israel. With the He- 
brews names described character. The 
change of name means a change of char- 
acter. He is no longer Jacob, the crafty 
one, the supplanter, the overreacher; he 
is Israel, the perseverer with. God, one 
w..o has learned to strive with God and 
prevail. To put it in a word, we have 
here the graphic story of Jacob’s con- 
version. The change becomes plain 
enough as we continue to read through 
Genesis. Jacob continues to reap the 
bitter fruit of his past folly. Never 
again do we see any cf the old ‘rick- 
ster, the uuprincipled deceiver in Jacob. 
Henceforth he is Israel, one of the 
noblest of the patriarchs. 


IV. Jacob Reconciled with Esau, 33:1-17 
As Jacob went on from Peniel he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Esau ap- 
proaching with his armed escort. 
Though Jacob’s nature was changed, he 
was as shrewd as ever. He arranged 
his family in such a way that Esau 
would meet them in the reverse order 
of value. If his brother was intent on 
revenge his appetite might become 
gated, or his will might be turned. If 
some were to be massacred or taken as 
slaves, let it not be the most loved. 

Then he himself went on ahead to 
meet his brother and while he was still 
some distance away began to bow him- 
self down to the ground in the elaborate 
Oriental way. Seven times he put his 
head in the dust, the most obsequious 
form of greeting, generally reserved for 
a king. 

Esau had probably intended at first 
to carry out his threat concerning 
Jacob, but his brother’s attitude touched 
his heart. He ran to meet him, fell on 
his neck and kissed him; tears came 
into the eyes of both. When Esau lifted 
up his eyes he saw the various groups 
which Jacob had arranged approaching 
over the plain. Each group came up 
just as Jacob had directed, and bowed 
themselves down before Esau. As for 
Jacob he said, “I have seen thy face 
as one seeth the face of God.” 

It was only after much urging that 
Jacob could persuade Esau to accept his 
gift. He was not wealthy as Jacob was, 
but he was powerful and fully self-sup- 
porting and was satisfied with what he 
had. ‘I have enough,” he said. But 
Jacob continued to press him. Per- 
haps he really wanted to make some 
amends for the past, but there was also 
some design in his method. ‘By orien- 
tal custom, if Jacob could force Esau 
to accept a gift he was safe; if Esau 
refused he was under no obligation; he 
might strike at any time without loss 
of self-respect.’’ Jacob wished to make 
sure that Esau would not change his 
mind. 

Esau was finally persuaded and 
suggested that they continue the jour- 
ney together. But Jacob remained a 
little timid. He reminded his brother 
that his flocks must move very slowly. 
Then Esau suggested leaving some men 
for Jacob’s protection. But Jacob in- 
sisted that they were not needed (as a 
matter of fact he would feel much bet- 
ter if they were not around). Esau 
and his company returned therefore 
unto Seir in the south of Canaan; Jacob, 
theugh he had said something of follew- 
ing his brother into Seir, had no inten- 
tion of going there at the present time. 
He journeyed on to Succoth, on the east 
side of the Jordan, south of the Jab- 
bok, and later crossed the Jordan, set- 
tled at Shechem, in the very center of 
Palestine. 


The Lesson Applied 


1. Jacob’s Changed Relation to God. 
In his early days Jacob sought earthly 
blessings in his way, not God’s. At Pe- 
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niel he came to learn that he was de- 
pendent upon God for the real blessings 
of life, and that to win that blessing he 
must recognize his dependence and ac- 
cept God’s will for his life. The story 
of his struggle with the angel is only 
the picturesque story of his conversion, 
Does conversion always come in some 
definite crisis? No, it does not, though 
some young people are led to think so. 
But whether there be a crisis or only a 
long, slow process no one is truly con- 
verted unless he has learned to realize 
his dependence upon God for the su- 
preme blessings of life, and unless by 
the surrender of his will he has found 
those blessings. But it is important to 
note that Jacob’s new nature did not 
mean that he escaped the result of his 
previous misdeeds. He continued to 
reap the fruit of his past follies to the 
end of his days. 

2. Esau’s Changed Relation to His 
Brother. We cannot know for sure what 
brought about the change in Esau’s 
character. But we do know that he 
exhibited one of the noblest of the Chris- 
tian virtues, a magnanimous and for- 
giving spirit (cf. Mt. 5:12-15; 18:21-35; 
Lk. 23:34; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13). Is 
this our spirit too? What does it mean 
to forgive? Dr. Garvie in his book **The 
Christian Ideal for Human _ Society,” 
says, ‘‘There must be repentance if for- 
giveness is to be justified morally. It 
is not right to forgive the impenitent.”’ 
Is this true? Dr. Garvie goes on to say: 
“But from this truth a wrong inference 
is often drawn. It is said that forgive- 
ness must wait on penitence, that. the 
initiative should come from the wrong- 
doer. But this is not the kind of for- 
giveness Jesus taught and lived. We 
may for clearness distinguish the re- 
solve and the realization of forgiveness. 
Love will resolve to forgive the offence 
as soon as it has been committed, and 
will use every means at command to 
make that resolve manifest to the 
wrongdoer, to evoke this penitence, 
without which the forgiveness cannot be 
realized.’”’ Do you agree with this fur- 
ther statement? If so, how should one 
make his willingness to forgive known 
—to an individual—to a nation? Sup- 
pose there has been some fault upon 
both sides, what then? Roy L. Smith 
says, “‘No quarrel is harder to heal than 
a family quarrel.’”” Why is this so? 
If there are friends with whom we have 
quarreled, what should we do about it? 
Esau forgave his brother, but Jacob 
still could not feel easy in his company. 
When something comes between broth- 
ers or friends it is very difficult to re- 


It is best to 
heal the breach as quickly as possible— 


sume the old relations. 


now. What sort of a peace should we 
impose to bring Germany and Japan to 
a realization of the wrong they have 
done and to hasten ultimate reconcilia-~ 
tion? Is it enough to pray for peace, 
or must we use the wisest means at our 
disposal to secure that peace? 
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BOOK SECTION 


THE LORD'S SUPPER IN PROT- 
ESTANTISM. By Elmer S, Freeman. 
The Macmillan Company, New York, 
1945. 174 pages. $1.75. 





Here is a book which every minister 
and every elder in: the Presbyterian 
Church should read. The author begins 
with the gospel narratives and traces 
the history of the development of the 
institution of ‘‘The Lord’s Supper” from 
its earliest beginnings to the various 
usages in contemporary Protestantism. 
Such a historical background will cer- 
tainly enrich one’s understanding of the 
spiritual power which this act of wor- 
ship may release in the life of the 
church. In the last eight chapters the 
author has in mind the enrichment of 
the service in the average Protestant 
church and many valuable suggestions 
will be found in these pages, which can 
be adapted to the particular use of any 
church. No one can read this book 
without coming to the next communion 
service with a richer understanding of 
its meaning and value in our religious 
life. 

HERBERT S. TURNER. 

Staunton, Va. 


THIS MINISTRY. The Contribu- 
tion of Henry Sloane Coffin. By Rein- 
hold Niebuhr and others. Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, New York, 1945. vi. and 128 
pages. $1.50. 


Ten colleagues of Dr. Coffin, upon his 
retirement as president of Union Semi- 
nary, New York, have written chapters 
in this highly interesting little book. 
They tell of his significant and continu- 
ing contribution as parish minister, 
theological educator, leader of liberal 
Presbyterianism, preacher, liturgist and 
hymnologist, exponent of social Chris- 
tianity, religious leader in colleges, 
member of the Yale Corporation, theo- 
logian and church statesman. Each 
chapter is of high value and real inter- 
est. Dr. Nichols’ description of the 
church’s struggle against a hard and 
fast fundamentalism is highly instruc- 
tive. The famous Auburn Affirmation 
is placed in proper setting. This book 
tells much of the magnificent contribu- 
tion which this man has made and is 
making today to American and world 
Christianity. It is well worth reading. 

A. N. B. 


LAND THAT I LOVE. By Irene La 
Wall. The Wartburg Press, Columbus, 
Ohio., 1945. 93 pages. $1.00. 


This volume tells in a dramatic way 
the story of inner conflict experienced 
by a Nazi youth who was brought to 
America by friends who wished to save 
him from the tragic influences of the 
Nazi regime. The story depicts a deep 
seated influence of indoctrination over a 
period of years, and reflects realistically 
the problem that must be faced in a pro- 
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gram to re-educate German youth of to- 
day, looking to the time when Germany 
may be reinstated as a member of the 
United Nations of the world. ‘‘Land That 
T Love” is an interesting story; it is 
written well; and it sets forth splendidly 
a problem of major concern to the world 
—the problem of re-educating the 
masses of German young people and 
young adults. 
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JERRY THE JEEP. By Edith 


Thacker Hurd. Illustrated by Theodore 
Friday. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Co., 
New York, 1945. 33 pp. $1. Appealing 
story and pictures about the miracu- 
lous jeep for 5-9 years olds. 
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Small Estates 


—are solicited by this Com- 
pany. The fees it is allowed 
are the same as those al- 
lowed the individual execu- 
tor, and— 

It is well to bear in mind 
when selecting your execu- 
tor that this Company 
brings to the administra- 
tion of estates the combined 
judgment of experienced 
Dusiness men. 


Virginia Trust Company 


THE SAFE EXECUTOR 


PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL. 
Richmond, Va. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores are 
operated by the Presbyterian Com- 
mittee of Publication as a service to 
the membership of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Any book in print 
may be secured from them. The 
mail order department handles or- 
ders from all over the world. Profits 
are devoted to the Religious Educa- 
tion program of our Church. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1. Texas Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
’ Corporation 





REE PS 





| YES, IT IS TRUE THERE’S MORE FOOD VALUE PER 
PENNY IN MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER FOOD! 


Virginia Dairy Co. 


“The Home of Better Milk”’ 
1619 W. Maim..........0.. Dial 5-2888 








HARRIS - BRENAMAN 


INCORPORATED 
ATHLETIC SUPPLIES SPORTING GQNODS 
211 North Seventh Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Dial 38-2241 








GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 3-1808 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night 


HOSPITALIZATION 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 


° FREES INSURANCE 


Qar ase the most fiberal and comprehensive 
eear cut and free from 


Bet wg seve Hae 190,000 have boon sot 


















NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE | 


GENSED GRD SUPERVISED BY VERGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 
Home Office 
” 1300 W. Main 52., Richmond 20, Va. 


IPs 





NIn'S LEARING HOSPITALIZATION COMPANY” 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


DEATH OF DR. MYERS 

Harry White Myers, 71, for 45 years 
a missionary to Japan, died at the home 
of his daughter in Bronxville, N. Y., 
August 5. Funeral services were eon- 
ducted at his native Lexington, Va., Au- 
gust 10. Widely known and influential 
in missionary circles, Dr. Myers, with 
hig brother-m-law, Charles A. Logan, 
was instrumental in the conversion of 
the noted Japanese Christian, Kagawa, 
and throughout the years was very close 
to him in his work. Arrested after Pearl 
Harbor, Dr. Myers was held in three 
different Japanese prisons, subjected to 
severe measures and, some felt, never 
fully recovered from the privation of 
those months of imprisonment. Upon 
his return to this country early in 1943 
his story of his experiences thrilled 
thousands. 








IN INSTALLATION SERVICE 

When ©. H. Williams, minister of the 
Beulah church, North Wilkesboro, N. C., 
was appointed by Winston-Salem Pres- 
bytery to preach the sermon at the ordi- 
nation and installation of K. J. Foreman, 
Jr., at Lansing, N. C., this was thought 
by some to have been the first and per- 
haps the only time a Negro minister 
had been appointed to participate in 
such a ceremony in a white church in 
the denomination. Mr. Williams is a 
former moderator of his presbytery. 


CHANGES 
J. F. Brown from Carbon Hill, Ala., 
to Jackson, Ga. 
G. Coleman Luck from Ashland, Ky., 
to Goodland Indian Orphanage, Hugo, 
Okla., September 1. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

R. D. Carson from Ashland, Va., to 
1912 Rives Dr., Raleigh, N. C. (Minis- 
ter of the North Vanguard church.) 


CHAPLAINS 

‘The habit of visiting historic congre- 
gations for Sunday morning worship has 
grown in favor with American service 
men. Chaplain Howard M. Wilson con- 
ducted a number of these ‘worship 
tours.’ These tours consisted of exami- 
nation of relics and points of interest 
in and around ancient English churches. 
The chaplain in civilian life was pas- 
tor of the Glade Spring church in Vir- 
ginia.”"—THE CHAPLAIN. 

Wm. N. Bashaw from P. M. New York 
AG&SF Redistribution Sta., Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. 

Edward S. Bayless from PM, New 
York, to 815th Engr. Avn. Bn., Geiger 
Field, Washington. 

Sidney Crane from chaplains’ school 
to Post Chaplain’s Office, Camp Stone- 
man, Calif. . 

©. Logan Landrum from Williams- 
burg, Va., to NTC, Great Lakes, III. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


Robert M. Williams, Jr., from Gro- 
ton, Conn., to FPO, San Francisco. 
Norman B. Gibbs from Victoria, Kan., 

care PM, San Francisco. 

A. R. Martin from Fort Sheridan, IIl., 
to Chapel No. 2, Camp Ellis, Ill. 

Dwyn M. Mounger from Charlotte, N. 
C., to AAF Sta. Hosp., Bradley Field, 
Conn, 


to 
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Jesse Woodrow Myers from chap- 
lains’ school to APO 11761, care PM, 
San Francisco. 

Henry L. Reaves from Charleston, S&S. 
C., to care PM, New York. 

James Salango from Kearns, Utah, to 
APO 710, care PM, San Francisco. 

Frank L. Shannon from Shreveport 
to 1882nd SCU, Camp Mazey, Texas. 





Nerth Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high gchool. 
eourses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercia] subjects. 


Applications for 1945-1946 session should be made now. 
For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, 


Also apecial 


President, Peace College, Raleigh, 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE 4, NORTH CAROLINA 
Combining culture and scholarship with Christian faith. A standard 
accredited four-year college for women, offering B. A. and B. 8. degrees. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








Davidson 


College 


Davidson, N. O. 


John R. Cunningham, 
President 


Where Religion 
and Education 
Advance 
The Christian Purpose 


Write for Catalogue 








1776 


Years for V-12 Unit. 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
* Chosen by the United States Navy for Three Successive 


® A Liberal Arts College With a Christian Emphasis. 
EDGAR G. GAMMON, President. 











SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 
perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 














